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Issues for planning residential care
� Prevalence and incidence rates for younger onset dementia in a 

specific population are difficult to establish for a number of different 
reasons:

� The number of individuals with younger onset dementia is small. 
This means it is difficult to use current figures to predict rates for 
larger populations

� Individual studies look at the rates for certain kinds of dementia and 
exclude some types.  There are many different causes of younger 
onset dementia

� Different studies focus on different age bands, particularly different 
lower age limits

� People with younger onset dementia may not be accurately 
diagnosed or may be located within a range of different services.  
There is a particular difficulty with identifying all individuals.
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Preparing to Support People With a Learning Disability in Residential 
Settings When They Develop Dementia Heather Wilkinson, Diana Kerr
Colm Cunningham, Catherine Rae (2006)

Responding to the Pain Experiences of People With a Learning disability and 
Dementia, Diana Kerr, Colm Cunningham and Heather Wilkinson (2007)

Supporting older People in Care Homes at Night, Diana Kerr, Heather 
Wilkinson and Colm Cunningham (2008)
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