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Introduction 
Literature within occupational therapy has pointed toward the benefits of role emerging 
placements for occupational therapy students, (Cooper and Raine 2009, Overton et al 2009, 
Thew et al 2008 ).  Role-emerging placements also support expansion of boundaries and 
spread the value of Occupational Therapy (COT, 2006).

Background of Work
From research we know that student placements have a huge impact on where students want to work and their 
understanding of who they want to work with (Aslop and Donald 1996, Overton et al 2009). We also know that wherever 
our AHP workforce work, they will work with people with dementia and it is essential that all staff are equipped to work 
with people living with dementia (Scottish Government 2011). For this reason we wanted to develop 30 allied health 
profession (AHP) student placements in Alzheimer Scotland from 2012-2016 with the aim to: 

What was produced
The resources which were identified as being required were a pre-placement information pack, role and remit sheet, 3 
evaluation forms (one for students, one for staff and one for the people we work with) and a welcome and thank you 
letter for the beginning and end of placements.
Creating the documents involved a scoping exercise, consultation with partner organisations, evaluation and review of 
student and staff experiences on pilot placement during academic year 2013/14 and an extensive literature search.

Ongoing Benefits
The evaluation forms are being used regularly allowing on-going improvements to be made and provide a solid evidence 
base of the AHP Student placements.

We have extended the AHP placement offers to art therapy, music therapy, physiotherapy and speech and language 
therapy for 2015. 

We continue to develop and support a partnership approach to AHP internships and are now looking at a programme of 
AHP volunteers in Alzheimer Scotland, Scotland’s leading dementia organisation.

Reference List
ASLOP, A. and DONALD, M. 1996. Taking stock and taking chances: creating new opportunities for fieldwork education. British Journal of Occupational Therapy. Vol 59, no. 11, pp 498-502. 
COLLEGE OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS. (2006). Developing the Occupational Therapy Profession: Providing New Work-Based Learning Opportunities for Students. College of Occupational 
Therapists Guidance 4. London: COT
COOPER, R., &. RAINE, R. 2009. Role-emerging placements are an essential risk for the development of the occupational therapy profession: a debate. British Journal of Occupational Therapy. 
September, vol. 72, no. 9, pp. 416-18. 
OVERTON, A., CLARK, M. &. THOMAS, Y. 2009. A review of non-traditional occupational therapy practise placement education: a focus on role-emerging and project placements. British Journal 
of Occupational Therapy. July, vol. 72, no. 7, pp. 294-301.
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT. 2011. Promoting Excellence: A framework for all health and social services staff working with people with dementia, their families and carers. [online]. Edinburgh: 
Scottish Government
THEW, M., HARGREAVES, A., &. CRONIN-DAVIS, J. 2008. An Evaluation of a Role-Emerging Practice Placement Model for a Full Cohort of Occupational Therapy Students. British Journal of 
Occupational Therapy. August, vol. 71, no. 8, pp. 348-353. 

1.  Provide AHP 
students with much 
needed undergraduate 
experience of working 
with people with 
dementia, therefore 
contributing to the 
skills of the future 
workforce.

2.  Provide AHP 
students with first-
hand experience of 
working with and gain 
an understanding of 
Alzheimer Scotland 
as the leading 
organisation in 
dementia.

3.  Provide an opportunity for staff in Alzheimer 
Scotland to work with a range of allied health 
professionals for mutual benefit. 
A need to develop key resources was identified 
to support successful implementation of 
placements. To help us with this we decided the 
best person to complete that was someone with 
first hand student experience,  an occupational 
therapy intern.


