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Guidance Notes 2027

Introduction	Comment by Michael Smith: I tried to keep the capitalisation style consistent for the headings throughout
The Alzheimer Scotland Student Research Programme, delivered with the Scottish Dementia Research Consortium (SDRC), supports Scotland’s dementia research environment.
 
This round offers awards of up to £35,000 for Scotland-based studentships, covering tuition fees, consumables, and a stipend of at least the UKRI 2026/27 rate (£21,805). The total cost of a proposed project may exceed £35,000, provided applicants clearly identify how any costs above the award amount will be funded.

Applications should relate to the theme of “underrepresented and underserved people and communities in dementia”, described below.

Alongside funding, successful students and research teams will receive career-development support and opportunities to work with Alzheimer Scotland, the SDRC, the Scottish Dementia Working Group (SDWG) and National Dementia Carers Action Network (NDCAN).

For any enquiries, please contact Michael Huddleston, mhuddleston@alzscot.org 

About Alzheimer Scotland
Alzheimer Scotland is Scotland’s national dementia charity. We support people with dementia, carers and families, campaign for their rights and fund dementia research, with the aim that nobody faces dementia alone.

Find out more about the work of the Alzheimer Scotland at http://www.alzscot.org

About the SDRC	Comment by Michael Smith: I changed this to SDRC as Scottish Dementia Research Consortium is abbreviated above.
Supported by Alzheimer Scotland, the SDRC is a Scotland-wide network of dementia researchers, policy makers and people living with dementia, supporting and celebrating dementia and brain health research across disciplines.

Find out more about the work of the SDRC at http://www.sdrc.scot

About the Student Research Programme
The Programme also supports the successful student’s professional and personal development through:
· Developing research communication skills by sharing progress with Alzheimer Scotland stakeholders, including the SDWG, NDCAN and Alzheimer Scotland staff
· Learning about dementia from those with lived experience
· Networking with researchers linked to Alzheimer Scotland, including SDRC Executive Committee members and staff from the Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Research Centre and Centre for Policy and Practice



About the award

Eligibility criteria
· New studentships only; projects that have already commenced are not eligible.
· Master’s-level research projects only; taught Master’s programmes are not eligible.	Comment by Michael Smith: I changed these to “Master’s” instead of “Masters” throughout
· Applications must come from the institution hosting the studentship, not from individual students. Applicants should state whether a student is already identified or will be recruited after the award.
· The lead institution must be based in Scotland (for example, a Scottish academic institution, NHS Scotland site or other formally recognised research institution). Collaborations outside Scotland are permitted.
· UK and international students are eligible, but Alzheimer Scotland will fund tuition fees only at the UK rate.
· Funding is for a one-year, full-time project that must be completed within one year; cost extensions are not available.
· Applicants must be SDRC members. Membership is free: https://www.sdrc.scot/join 

Project specification
Applications are invited for a one-year funded Master’s research studentship exploring the experiences, needs and inequalities affecting underrepresented and underserved people and communities in dementia.

For this call, underrepresented and underserved communities include people facing barriers to dementia diagnosis, care, support or research participation, or whose needs and experiences are inadequately represented in evidence and services.

Geographic inequalities are a particular priority, including rural and remote experiences and differences in access, experience and outcomes between rural, remote and urban areas.

Applicants are encouraged to consider how geography and access intersect with other characteristics, circumstances or experiences. Strong proposals focused on other significantly underserved or underrepresented populations are also welcome where there is a clear need, evidence gap and potential benefit.

Background and research priority
People living with dementia and unpaid carers do not experience services, support or research opportunities equally. Rural and remote communities may face fewer services, longer travel distances, less visible information and greater reliance on family or informal support, potentially alongside other forms of disadvantage.

Projects should improve understanding of where inequalities exist, why they arise, how they affect people living with dementia and/or unpaid carers, and what could improve experiences, access and outcomes.

The panel particularly welcomes research on geographic, rural and remote barriers but does not prescribe a single question or population. The research question must be focused and achievable within a one-year Masters project.

Points for applicants to consider

1. A clear connection to underrepresentation or underserved need
Identify the population or community, explain why it is underserved or underrepresented in dementia, and define the inequality, unmet need or evidence gap the project will address.

2. Geography and access are a priority, but not an absolute requirement
Rurality, remoteness, geographic inequalities and rural–urban differences are priorities, but other underserved or underrepresented populations are eligible with a strong rationale. A rural lens is not required where it would make recruitment or a meaningful sample impractical.

3. Keep the project achievable within one year
Define a question and population that can realistically be studied within one year. Projects need not represent all of Scotland; a robust study in a defined geographic area may generate transferable learning.

4. Demonstrate feasibility
Show that the project can be delivered within the available time and resources, including recruitment, participant access, travel, transport, accommodation and other practical costs where relevant. Feasibility will be an important assessment criterion.

5. Demonstrate how the population will be reached
For communities that may be difficult to recruit or engage, explain how meaningful access will be achieved. Existing partnerships with community organisations, dementia or carer groups, health and social care services or other relevant bodies may strengthen feasibility.

6. Consider intersectionality
Consider how circumstances or characteristics may combine to intensify barriers, for example dementia, rurality, socioeconomic disadvantage, age, caring responsibilities or membership of a minoritised community.
 
7. Be clear whose experiences are being studied
Research may focus on people living with dementia, unpaid carers, or both. If both are included, distinguish their experiences and perspectives in the research design and analysis.

8. Prioritise meaningful involvement
Explain how people with lived experience will contribute and how participation will be accessible and meaningful, including how potential barriers to inclusion will be addressed.

9. Explain the potential for impact
Explain how the research could improve dementia policy, practice, services, support or future research, and consider whether learning from a particular locality or population could transfer elsewhere.

What we are looking for
Strong proposals will present an important research question and a convincing rationale for the selected population; meaningful lived-experience involvement; an appropriate, achievable methodology; credible access and recruitment plans; realistic costs; and delivery within one year.

Particular weight will be given to practical learning about inequality, access and inclusion that could inform improvements beyond the immediate research setting.

The aim is not simply to study an underrepresented population, but to improve understanding of the barriers communities experience and contribute to more equitable dementia research, care and support, while allowing flexibility for intersectional and underserved-population research.

If you would like to discuss your idea before submitting an initial application, please get in touch with Michael Huddleston, mhuddleston@alzscot.org 

Research team specification
Applications are welcomed from diverse research disciplines.

Teams do not need a track record in dementia research, but must demonstrate relevance to brain health or dementia, or potential benefit to people living with dementia. Teams must support Alzheimer Scotland’s aims and commit to engagement throughout the studentship.

Supervisory teams should normally include student supervision experience. Early career researchers with limited experience may lead applications and are encouraged to consider including a more experienced supervisor.

Supervisory arrangements can be discussed at the second application stage.

Supervisors must be employed by the host institution for the duration of the grant to ensure continuity for the student.

Student specification
· Understanding of how research can translate into real-world outcomes benefiting people affected by dementia.
· A Bachelor’s degree with Honours (or equivalent), including any evidence of previous research experience, e.g., through an undergraduate dissertation or independent research project or relevant workplace experience.	Comment by Michael Smith: I wonder if this could be worded as: “A Bachelor’s degree with Honours (or equivalent), including experience of undertaking an independent research project or research-based dissertation” or “A Bachelor’s degree with Honours (or equivalent) with evidence of previous research experience, e.g., through an undergraduate dissertation or independent research project.” I’m not sure if that would be more appropriate to Master’s level!
· Understanding of, and empathy with, Alzheimer Scotland’s aims and purpose.

Expectations of the successful student
The successful student should be willing to act as an Alzheimer Scotland ambassador and promote its work within the dementia and brain health research community. Activities may include:
· Regular meetings with SDWG and NDCAN to update them on research progress and answer questions.
· Visits to Alzheimer Scotland Brain Health and Dementia Resource Centres.
· Written or video content about the research for SDRC and Alzheimer Scotland websites.
· Speaking at events and conferences.

Alzheimer Scotland will work with the host institution and supervisory team to coordinate formal and informal reporting within institutional requirements and ensure expectations are reasonable.

Application process 
Applications follow a three-stage process: first stage application, second stage application and interview.

Indicative timeline 
	1 September 2026
	First stage application opens

	5 October 2026
	First stage application closes

	w/c 19 October 2026
	Outcome for second stage shortlist announced

	w/c 26 October 2026
	Second stage applications opens

	18 December 2026
	Second stage applications closes

	Mid January 2027
	Outcome for interview candidates announced 

	Mid February 2027
	Interviews

	1 March 2027
	Outcome for successful institution(s)

	Summer 2027
	Recruitment for Master’s student (if required)

	October 2027
	Start date of Master’s project



First stage application
At the first stage, supervisory teams submit an expression of interest using the application form on the SDRC website. The prospective supervisor at the lead research institution should apply.

The proposal summary should be lay-friendly and written in plain English.

The application should include:
· Relevant background, research aims and what the project will do.
· How the project fits with the team’s wider research, where relevant.
· How the project aligns with the theme of “underrepresented and underserved people and communities in dementia”.
· How the project will benefit people affected by dementia.
· Any Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) throughout the project.	Comment by Michael Smith: I changed this to Patient and Public Involvement as it was written as Public Patient Involvement.
· Understanding of Alzheimer Scotland’s aims and ethos.
· An estimate of required consumables; a detailed cost breakdown is not required at this stage.
· An outline of how the project can be completed within one year, identifying potential delays (for example, ethical approval) and how these would be managed.
· CVs for relevant team members. The supervisory team need not be finalised, but indicate who may be involved and their likely role/capacity.
· Applications may be made with or without a named student. If a student is already selected, include their CV and explain why they are appropriate for the award.
 
Second stage application
Shortlisted applicants will submit a more detailed application with fuller scientific and costing information.

Further guidance will be provided to applicants who reach this stage.

Interview
Shortlisted second stage candidates will be invited to interview at an Alzheimer Scotland Head Office in Glasgow or Edinburgh.
  
The interview will explore the detailed proposal, research team, costs and expectations for collaborative working with Alzheimer Scotland and the SDRC.

About our selection panel
Lived experience is central to the Programme. The SDWG and NDCAN members decided the theme and will lead application shortlisting, interviews and the selection of successful awardees.

Panel members bring relevant expertise and experience and will be advised by researchers who are members of – or are nominated by – the SDRC Executive Committee.

How to apply 
The first stage application is available at http://www.sdrc.scot/alzheimer-scotland-student-research-programme-application 

The closing date for first stage applications is 5 October 2026.
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